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SUBJECT: GOS RELATIONS WITH DRV 
SUMMARY 

STORY APPEARED LAST WEEK IN NEW NATION QUOTING UNIDENTIFIED 
MFA SOURCE WHO STATED THAT GOS- DRV TIES JUST AROUND CORNER. 
ACCORDING TO SENIOR FMA OFFICIAL IT WAS UNAUTHORIZED LEAK. 

DRV ANSWERED THROUGH INTERVIEW GIVEN BY ITS UNOFFICIAL 

TRADE MISSION IN SINGAPORE THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS 

GOOD IDEA. HOWEVER, NO TALKS BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS HAVE OCCURRED 

AS YET. GOS IS NOT IN RUSH TO ESTABLISH 

RELATIONS, BUT SOME MOVEMENT IS POSSIBLE IN THIS 

DIRECTION IN NEXT FEW MONTHS. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON MARCH 31, DAY AFTER GOM ANNOUNCED ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH DRV, ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEW NATION 
CARRIED FRONT PAGE STORY WITH HEADLINE " TIES WITH NORTH 
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VIETNAM SOON". STORY STATED THAT " OFFICIAL CONTACTS WITH 
HANOI WILL BE MADE SOON AT AMBASSADORIAL OR CHARGE' 

D' AFFAIRES LEVEL". IT QUOTED FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE AS 
SAYING " IT IS ACCEPTED THAT SINGAPORE WILL HAVE TO SET 
UP SOME FORM OF RELATIONS WITH HANOI AS WE HAVE TO 
RECOGNIZE ITS EXISTANCE IN SE ASIA. FURTHER, THE VIETNAM 
WAR HAS ENDED AND SINGAPORE SUPPORTS IN PRINCIPLE THE 
EXPANSION OF ASEAN TO INCLUDE NORTH VIETNAM AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES IN THE REGION. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT THINK NEW 
MEMBERS SUCH AS HANOI SHOULD BE ADMITTED INTO ASEAN UNTIL 
THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN VIETNAM IS MORE SETTLED." 

2. ACCORDING TO MFA, ARTICLE WAS SLIP UP OF INEXPERIENCED 
DESK OFFICER. HOWEVER, MFA OFFICIAL LARGELY SUBSTANTIATED 
CONTENTS OF STORY WITH EXCEPTION THAT ACTUAL TIMING OF 
RECOGNITION STILL APPEARS TO BE UP IN AIR. GOS FEELS 
RELATIONS COULD BE ESTABLISHED AT ANY TIME, BUT THERE IS NO 
HURRY. RECOGNITION IS NOT TIED TO ANYTHING ELSE AT THIS 
POINT AND GOS FEELS CERTAIN DRV WOULD ACCEPT APPROACH. DRV 
HAS NOT AS YET MADE CONTACT WITH GOS. 

3. IN APRIL 8 SUNDAY TIMES ARTICLE, AN INTERVIEW WITH DO 
TRONG LUONG HEAD OF UNOFFICIAL DRV TRADE MISSION IN 
SINGAPORE, APPEARED TO BE DRV RESPONSE TO NEW NATION STORY. 
THIS WAS FIRST INTERVIEW GIVEN BY LUONG WHO HAS BEEN IN 
SINGAPORE SINCE AUGUST 1971 WITH NO PULBICITY. HE STATED 
THAT DRV HAD ALREADY ESTABLISHED TIES WITH MALAYSIA AND, 

IT WOULD BE " VERY GOOD IF WE COULD ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH SINGAPORE". LUONG MENTIONED THAT SINGAPORE 
COULD PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE IN RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF NORTH VIETNAM. HE SUGGESTED HELP IN THE AREAS OF 
CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSES, FACTORIES, WHARVES AND ROADS 

AND IN PROVIDING SKILLED MANPOWER, MACHINERY AND IMPORTED 
BUILDING MATERIALS. HE FURTHER STATED THAT DRV WOULD 
CONSIDER FLOATING RECONSTRUCTION OR DEVELOPMENT LOANS IN 
SINGAPORE MARKET. 

4. COMMENT: NO CONSTITUENCY IN SINGAPORE IS PUSHING FOR 
TIES, SO GOS IS NOT HURRYING INTO ANYTHING. IT WILL 
CONTINUE TO WATCH DEVELOPMENTS IN INDO- CHINA AND IN ALL 
LIKELIHOOD WILL DISCUSS OPTIONS WITH ITS FELLOW MEMBERS OF 
ASEAN BEFORE MAKING ANY MOVE. 
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